whether it is safe practice to retain dead teeth in the jaws," I would say that thousands of people in our own country have had pulpless (not dead) teeth in their jaws many years, which are exempt from pericemental disease, and which serve all the purposes for which teeth were provided. To ask whether it is safe practice to retain these, so-called, dead teeth in the jaws when they have been comfortable and useful from ten to forty years and promise to remain so through life, seems like a proposition too injudicious to need comment. While the death of the pulp results in " cutting off the source of nutrition from the dentine," it does not follow " that in a large number of instances irritation can not be easily controlled."
Neither does the tooth become a foreign substance. The dentine and the enamel are, of course, no longer nourished after the death of the pulp, but their resisting structure renders them capable of maintaining their integrity many years after the pulp has been removed; and pericementum will nourish the cementum and thereby retain the tooth in its alveolus in a comfortable condition. In order, however, to thus retain the tooth and prevent inflammation from supervening, the devitalized pulp must be removed, the pulp canals thoroughly disinfected and filled with a plastic material which hardens when in position. Dr 
